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course no bearing on practical politics, but the great trade-route of Wadi Dawasir, with wells at convenient distances all the way from Nejd (the biggest independent Arabian power in the peninsula), should have some interest for the authorities.
Yet the Turks know even less than the British about these regions, where forces may yet be generated to drive them headlong.
It is not much more than a century ago that the Wahabite movement burst forth in Nejd, to spread fire and sword and ruin in all directions. Signs are not wanting that the next great movement from this quarter will be political, and of even greater import to alien authority than the fanatical wave of Wahabism.
The Yameni is not fanatical. He has his own religious views, but realizes, from the sects into which his own people are divided, that there are at least two sides to every religious question.
He is a patriot; and who, indeed, could help loving a country like the highlands of Yamen, in spite of past and present woes? His patriotism, however, does not blind him to the fact that his local rulers have done and can do little for the welfare of his country. He would gladly throw off his present yoke for any change of government that promised more stability.
Yamenis have frequently declaimed to me on the blessings of British rule. While agreeing, I have always pointed out that my country would not take theirs as a gift under existing conditions. There can be no greater mistake than for a Christian to believe, that just because tSe Moslems he meets praise his government and institutions, they would brook either. The Italian cagents5 committed this error in Tripoli. On all sides